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INTRODUCTION 
 

 ñArmed with a knowledge  of our past, we can with confidence  

 charter a  course for our future.ò 

-  Malcolm X   

 

 

 
 

Sankofa (sang-ko-fah) is an Akan (Ghana & Ivory Coast) term that literally means, "To go back and get 

it." One of the symbols for Sankofa (above right) depicts a mythical bird moving forward, but with its head 
turned backward. The egg in its mouth represents the "gems" or knowledge of the past upon which wisdom 
is based; it also signifies the generation to come that would benefit from that wisdom. It is hoped that this 
document will inspire Penn State students, faculty, staff, and alumni to learn from and build on the efforts of 
those who came before them. 

Source: Center for Teaching & learning - www.ctl.du.edu 

 
In late August, 1979, my twin brother, Darnell and I arrived at Penn Stateôs University 
Park campus to begin our college education.  While fairly confident in my academic 
abilities, arriving at college as part of the then Black Scholars program, there were 
nagging concerns of, can I handle this and do I truly belong here? 
 

I am proud of my academic and social accomplishments at Penn State, but I do wonder 
what could have been achieved if I had been able to build on the courage, and political 
successes of groups like the Douglass Association (1967), or been inspired by the 
determination of Mildred Settle Bunton (1932).  Most of us had heard of neither.  More 
importantly, I wonder if this knowledge would have made a difference to the many 
African American students who never felt they belonged, and eventually left prior to 
graduation.  
 

In November, 2007, after registering to attend the 2008 Black Alumni Reunion, I was 
somewhat surprised to discover there was no documented comprehensive account of 
the African American experience at Penn State. I believed that sharing more than 115 
years of the rich contributions, struggles, and successes of African American Penn 
Staters could help inspire and empower students, faculty and staff, and reconnect 
African American alumni to the university. I therefore undertook the process of compiling 
a brief historical timeline. That ñbriefò timeline, with the encouragement and help of Penn 
State staff, alumni, family, and friends became the ñPenn State University African 
American Chronicles.ò 
 

The project gained momentum when the Office of Educational Equity, the Africana 
Research Center, the Penn State Alumni Association, the Department of African and 
African American Studies, Penn State Public Broadcasting, the Penn State Archives, the 
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Black Alumni Reunion Committee, and others enthusiastically contributed resources and 
assistance. This support greatly enhanced, enriched, and expanded upon the initial 
research and led to this 2nd revised edition of the Penn State University African American 
Chronicles, and the creation of the extraordinary website www.blackhistory.psu.edu. 
  
In this journey I learned that, despite our relatively small numbers, African Americans 
have been a very important part of the Penn State fabric.  Accomplishments by many 
African Americans have helped to shape and enhanced Penn Stateôs international 
reputation as a world class institute of learning.   
 

Upon gaining a better understanding of our legacy at the university, the growing number 
of African American students, alumni, faculty and staff can say with even more 
confidence thaté  

WE ARE é PENN STATE! 
 

Darryl B. Daisey ó83 
 
I would like to thank the following people, whom without their support this project 
would not have been possible:  W. Terrell Jones, Edward N. Thompson, Marcus 
Whitehurst, Jeffrey Moore, Cheraine Stanford, Roger Williams, Heather James,  Amy 
Caputo, Cheryl Harrison, Keith Wilson, Lovalerie King, Grace Hampton, Perry Smith, 
Wally Triplett, Frederick B. Phillips, Rod Woodson, Cynthia Hamlin, Paul C. Taylor, 
Carlos Wiley, Diana Kenepp, Lee Stout, Lou Prato, Jackie Esposito, Toby S. Jenkins, 
Anthony Keith, Paul Dzyak, Deborah Marron, Tina Hay, Darnell K. Daisey, T. Ryan 
Poole,  Lisa Roney, Tiffanie Lewis, Donna King, Michael Bezilla, Dionne Williford, 
William Daisey, Sr., and Shirley Daisey. 
 
Special thanks again go to my wife, Sari, and two sons, Benjamin and Warren, for 
putting up with the time away from the family as I continued to research this document.   

  
Note: This document is a continual ñwork-in-progress.ò  Every effort was made to create an 
accurate depiction of known relevant historical events, people and places.  It is recognized that 
some errors and omissions are probable on a document such as this.  If you identify such an 
error or omission, please e-mail the information to daisey158@comcast.com for consideration. 

***** 
The citations maybe incomplete for this document, but the following sources have been utilized: 
 
Sources:  Penn State Archives, Daily Collegian Archives, Penn Stater Magazine, Penn State Office of 
the Vice Provost for Educational Equity, Penn State Alumni Association, Penn State African 
American Alumni Interest Group, Penn State Africana Research Center, Penn State Department of 
African and African American Studies, Penn State Department of Public Information, Penn State 
Libraries, The Penn State Fact Book,  Penn State Dickinson School of Law,  Paul Robeson Cultural 
Center,  Mildred Bunton-Calvin Waller Fellows Handbook, Diana Kenepp, Intercollegiate Athletics 
Diversity Council,  Lou Prato,  ñThe Black and White Behind the Blue and White: A History of Black 
Protests at Penn Stateò by Robin Hoecker, BigTen.cstv.com, Astronautix.com, Centre Daily Times, 
OnwardState.com, Voices of Central Pennsylvania,  Center for Teaching & Learning, Rita (Frealing) 
Shultz, Esq., Lorraine Hutchings Oliver, various organization websites, and personal interviews. 
 
Photos: Penn State Archives, Penn State Department of Public Information, The Daily Collegian, 
LaVie Yearbook, Centre Daily Times, OnwardState.com, Robert Preston, Robin Hoecker, Edward 
Leos, George Oliver, Tommie Ingram and family, Barack Obama Photo by Andy Colwell. 
 
Proofreaders:  Erna Rosemond and Sari Daisey 

http://www.blackhistory.psu.edu/
mailto:daisey158@comcast.com
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1899 - 1939 
 
1855 ï February 22 ï Farmersô High School of Pennsylvania is founded.  In 1862 
the school changed its name to the Agricultural College of Pennsylvania, and 
later (1874) to the Pennsylvania State College (Penn State). 
 

1865 ï 13th Amendment to U.S. Constitution passed to put an end to 
legally sanctioned slavery in the United States 
 
1899 ï September - First colored student, Calvin H. Waller, is admitted to Penn 
State to study agriculture. 
 
1903 ï Ralph Brock is admitted to the Pennsylvania State Forest Academy (now 
Penn State Mount Alto).  Brock was the only colored student among the first 
class of 13 students admitted to the school.  Brock was a graduate of Howard 
High School in Wilmington, Delaware. 
 
1905 ï Calvin H. Waller becomes the first colored graduate from Penn State.  
Hailing from Macon, Georgia, Waller was described by the 1904 La Vie Yearbook 
as ña member of the trio that runs State.ò 
 
 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aacap-cu.org/graphics/sankofa.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aacap-cu.org/aacap_history.html&h=375&w=375&sz=12&tbnid=RQ6w5Ie-1m6lOM:&tbnh=122&tbnw=122&prev=/images?q=sankofa&um=1&start=2&sa=X&oi=images&ct=image&cd=2
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Calvin Hoffman Waller, (BS Ag Sci 1905) 

Calvin Hoffman Waller, class of 1905, is believed to 

be Penn Stateôs first colored graduate, although 

there are no official school records from that time to 

indicate the studentsô racial identity. A native of 

Macon, GA, Waller earned his Bachelor of Science 

degree in Agriculture. 

His arrival on campus in 1899 does not seem to have 

provoked any disturbances; instead, he distinguished 

himself as associate editor of Penn Stateôs 1904 La 

Vie yearbook, a member of Alpha Zeta agricultural 

fraternity, the natural history club, association of 

athletics marshall for the football team, and 

quarterback for the intramural football team, the Tumblers. In addition, he was an 

accomplished vocalist who served as president of the Glee Club, and a member of the 

Cecelian Quartette.  Waller was described by the 1904 La Vie Yearbook as ña member of 

the trio that runs State.ò 

 

His professional accomplishments include:  Head of the Agricultural Department at 

Prairie State University in Texas (now known as Prairie View A&M University), faculty 

member at Haynes Institute in Augusta, GA, and Texas State Leader of Negro Extension 

work.  By the time of his sudden death due to a heart attack on April 15, 1941, Waller 

had established a reputation that was widely respected among African-American 

agriculturists throughout Texas.  

 
Sources: Calvin Waller Fellows Handbook, LaVie 1904, 1905, 1906, Daily Collegian Jan 31, 2000, (Photo from 1904 

LaVie)  

 
 
1906 ï Ralph Brock becomes the first colored forester 
in the nation upon graduation from the Pennsylvania 
State Forest Academy (now Penn State Mount Alto).  
Brock was among the first class of six students to 
graduate from the school, which was founded in 1903.  
The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission 
dedicated a formal marker recognizing Brock on 
October 24, 2003. The marker was unveiled at the 
entrance to the Penn State Mont Alto campus.  
(Photo from Penn State Mont Alto) 
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1908 ï Clarence Muse, a Baltimore native, becomes the 
first colored person to attend the Dickinson School of Law.  
The son of a shoeshine man, he would become a 
respected Hollywood actor.  He appeared in over 200 
films, including such well-known movies as Huckleberry 
Finn (1931) in the pivotal role of Jim, and the screen 
version of Porgy and Bess (1959), as well as Car Wash 
(1976). Muse was inducted into the Black Filmmakers Hall 
of Fame in 1973.  He received an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree from the Dickinson School of Law in 1978, a year 
prior to his 1979 death.  Muse was a member of Phi Beta 
Sigma fraternity. 

1909 ï Cumberland ñCumò Posey, Jr.  enrolls at Penn State as the collegeôs first 
colored student athlete.  While at Penn State he played on the freshman 
basketball (1909-1910), varsity basketball (1910-1911) and freshman baseball 
(1910) teams, but left school after less than two years. 

February 12 - National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) established.  

Cumberland Posey, Jr. (1909 ï 1911) 

 Cumberland ñCumò Posey, Jr. enrolled at Penn State in 

1909 as the collegeôs first colored student athlete.  Posey, 

who studied chemistry and pharmacy, would become one of 

the great entrepreneurs of professional sports, first playing 

for, and then owning the Pittsburgh based Homestead Grays, 

one of the most successful franchises in Negro Baseball 

League history. While at Penn State he played on the 

freshman basketball (1909-1910), varsity basketball (1910-

1911) and freshman baseball (1910) teams, but suddenly left 

school in February of his sophomore year ñwhen permission 

was refused for him to make a trip with the varsity squad 

because his studies were not up to the required minimum.ò  

After leaving Penn State and a brief stint at the University of 

Pittsburgh, Posey helped to form and played for the famous 

Monticello Athletic Association team that captured the 

Colored Basketball Championship in 1912.  In 1913 the club 

changed its name to the Loendi Big Five.  By this time Posey 

was the star player and operator (which included managing, booking and promoting) of 

the club.  Loendi won the Colored Basketball World Championship four years in row 

from 1920 ï 1923. 
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In 1915 Posey played for Holy Ghost College (now Duquesne University) ï using the 

alias ñCharles Cumbertò ï and led the basketball team in scoring for three seasons.  A 

5-foot-9, 140 lbs Posey was ñlightning fast, controlling the ball and the tempo of a 

game,ò wrote Ocania Chalk in Black College Sport, adding, ñand being regarded as the 

best colored player in America.ò  Simultaneously, starting in 1911, Posey played 

centerfielder and subsequently became the owner of the Homestead Grays baseball team.  

He owned the Negro Baseball powerhouse until his death on March 28, 1946. 

In 2006 Posey was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame.  10 years later, on 

October 9, 2016, he was also inducted into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame, 

making him the only person inducted into both halls of fame.  

(Photo from 1912 LaVie) 

1921 ï March 15 - Omega 
Psi Phi fraternity established 
at Penn State as the first 
colored organization and 
fraternity on campus.  It was 
reported that all 8 colored 
students on campus at the 
time joined the fraternity. 
(Photo from 1923 LaVie) 

 

 

 

1923 ï First recorded acts of racial discrimination in State College occurred when 
Ko Wie Gbu ñWilliamò Donma was refused service at several 
area restaurants.  At one point, he fell ill and required the 
attention of a doctor, who described his condition as severe 
malnutrition. An investigation revealed that ñfor months, 
Donma had been attempting to prepare meals in his room at 
the Old Main building, as no eating establishment in town 
would serve him because of his race.ò Donma, a native of 
Liberia, earned a Bachelor of Science degree in animal 
husbandry in 1923.  He would go on to have a distinguished 
teaching career at South Carolina State Agricultural and 

Mechanical College (now South Carolina State University) from 1928 until his 
death in 1951.  On May 2, 1973, the South Carolina State College Board of 
Trustees honored Donma by naming the schoolôs main administration building 
the ñKo W. G. Donma Administration Building.ò   (Sources: South Carolina State University 

Archives, Daily Collegian January 14, 1964, Photo from 1923 LaVie) 
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1929 ï September - Mildred Settle, from Uniontown, becomes Penn Stateôs first 
colored co-ed. 

Mildred Settle Bunton, (BS H&HD 1932) 

In the face of overwhelming poverty, Mildred Settle Bunton 

refused to let economics steal her dream of attending 

college. Bunton, recognized as the first colored female to 

graduate from Penn State, earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Health and Human Development in 1932. Raised 

in poverty as the seventh of nine children, whose father 

died when she was very young, she had to work her way 

through school.  She worked for faculty in exchange for 

room and board, borrowed money for tuition, and won 

scholarships from the State Federation of Pennsylvania 

Women. Money was not Buntonôs only obstacle; when she 

arrived at Penn State in 1929, she was the only colored co-

ed on campus.  Even with these challenges her name 

consistently appeared on the dean's list and she graduated with honors in 1932 with the 

highest grades in the home economics department. 

In the March/April 1989 Penn Stater Magazine, Bunton indicates "No one ever 

mistreated me when I was there (at Penn State)," Bunton said 

in the interview that on occasion, she was called "the woman 

on the box" ð Aunt Jemima ð but she attributed this to 

unfamiliarity, not cruelty. "They had never seen a colored 

woman before." 

She went on to earn a masterôs degree in nutrition from 

Cornell University in 1953. Her career accomplishments 

include: director of Dietetics at Freedmenôs Hospital, 

associate Professor at Howard University, worked with the 

1969 White House Conference on Nutrition, Food and 

Health, and subcommittee chairman on the District of Columbiaôs Mayors Commission 

on Food, Nutrition, and Health. In 1983, Bunton was listed in Whoôs Who Among Blacks 

in Metropolitan Washington.  

Source:  Penn State Mildred Bunton-Calvin Waller Fellows Handbook, Photos from LaVie 1932 and Penn State Alumni Association 

1932 ï May - Mildred Settle becomes the first colored female graduate from 
Penn State.  She would consistently appear on the dean's list and would 
graduate with honors and the highest grades in the home economics department. 
 
1933 ï April 4 - Omega Psi Phi fraternity reported as achieving the highest grade 
point average of any social fraternity or sorority at Penn State during the 1932 fall 
semester.  
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1936 - Skull and Bones honorary society tapped its first 
colored student, James H. Redmond.  Redmond was an 
agriculture economics major who captained the track team 
and was a star on the cross-country team.  Skull and 
Bones was the first of the Penn State honorary societies to 
initiate a colored student. 

 

 

Herbert Nipson (BA Lib 1940) 

Herbert Nipson was born in 1916 in Asheville, N.C, and 
grew up in Clearfield, Pa. He graduated in 1940 from 
Penn State, where he had majored in journalism. The first 
known colored Penn State Collegian newspaper reporter 
(1936), Nipson would be selected assistant sports editor 
in 1939 and join the paperôs Managing Board.  He also 
lettered on the cross-country track team, and participated 
on the wrestling squad.  Nipson became the first colored 
student in the nation elected to Sigma Delta Chi in 1939, 
the national journalism honor society (now known as The 
Society of Professional Journalists).  Because Penn State 
did not note Nipsonôs race on the nomination, Sigma 
Delta Chi did not realize they had a colored member until 

1946.  In 1949 he was hired as associate editor of Ebony magazine, and was 
promoted to executive editor in 1972.   

When Herbert Nipson joined Ebony magazine's editorial staff in 1949, the 
publication, founded just four years earlier, had a target readership of urban 
African-Americans, and its stories reflected that interest.  As the civil rights 
movement surged to the forefront of American consciousness, Nipson helped 
push the magazine to a broader audience, with more focus on rural African-
Americans, and branching out into sports, the arts and entertainment. By the time 
he retired in 1987, after 15 years as executive editor, the magazine enjoyed 
national recognition and mainstream appeal for both its issue-oriented reporting 
and its cultural coverage. 

He received the Capitol Press Clubôs outstanding journalist award in 1965, and 
after 38 years and 456 issues of Ebony, retired in 1987.  Nipson died on 
December 10, 2011, at the age of 95.   

(Sources ï 1940 LaVie, Chicago Tribune 12/28/2011, Photo from 1940 LaVie) 
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1939 ï Herbert Nipson becomes the first colored student in the nation elected to 
Sigma Delta Chi, the national journalism honor society (now known as The 
Society of Professional Journalists).  Because Penn State did not note Nipsonôs 
race on the nomination, Sigma Delta Chi did not recognize they had a colored 
member until 1946.   

February 24 ï Duke Ellington and his band perform at Recreation Hall for 
a Friday night Ball. They would perform several more times over the next 30 
years. 
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1940 ï 1949 

 
1940 ï February ï Henry Norwood ñBarneyò Ewell, Penn 
Stateôs ñEbony Sprint Ace,ò is selected to the AAU All-
American track team in the 400 meters.  At the 1939 and 
1940 Penn Relays, Ewell broke, and then bettered, the 50-
yard dash world record with times of 5.1 and 5.0 seconds. 
In 1942 Ewell set a world record in the 200-yard dash with 
an 18.9 seconds performance.  Ewell would be the most 
dominant and best known athlete at Penn State during the 
early 1940s, even having an entire page dedicated to him 
in the 1941 LaVie yearbook. Ewell was a member of 
Omega Psi Phi fraternity.  (Photo from LaVie) 
 

 
May - 13 colored students estimated to be enrolled at Penn State 

December 9 ï Paul Robeson, famed athlete, singer, actor and activist 
performs for a capacity crowd at Schwab Auditorium as part of the ñArtistsô 
Course Series.ò  The two-hour concert included nine encores and several 
standing ovations.  He would again perform at Penn State on December 9, 1946. 

1941 - September ï Dave and Harry Alston, from Midland, PA, join the freshman 
football team, becoming the first Negroes to play the sport at Penn State.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave and Harry Alston 
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Dave Alston (Pre-Med 1941 ï1942) 
 

On August 15, 1942, Dave Alston, star of the 1941 

Penn State freshman football team, died from 

complications following a tonsillectomy operation 

about 6 weeks prior to his highly anticipated regular 

season varsity football debut.  The 20-year-old 

sophomore pre-medical student had been a dominant 

halfback on the undefeated Penn State freshman 

football squad (freshman were not allowed to play 

varsity football at that time), and was expected to lead 

the varsity squad to a similar record during the 1942 

season. Alston and his younger brother Harry, who 

also played on the 1941 freshman team, are reported to 

be the first Negro football players at Penn State. 

 
In an April 18, 1942 varsity practice game against 

Navy, Alston demonstrated his potential in leading Penn State to a 12 ï 6 victory over the 

Midshipmen.  Unfortunately, Alston bruised his eye in the final three minutes of the 

game, and had to miss the last practice game against Duquesne.  Many in the State 

College Negro community believed Navy deliberately hurt Alston, and that the injury 

contributed to his early death.  

 

Weighing over 200 lbs. and standing well over six-foot-tall, Alston was a triple-threat on 

the gridiron.  He ran with amazing speed, was an exceptionally accurate passer, and 

could kick more than 60 yards.  He was often compared with such greats as Jim Thorpe 

and Paul Robeson by Penn State football coach, Bob Higgins, and other football experts.  

Higgins called Alston ñthe greatest player I ever coached.ò  Alston had been named the 

top sophomore football player in the nation and a preseason All-American by Esquire 

Magazine just prior to his death. 

 

Alston was exceptional off the field as well.  The son of a minister, he had been student 

council president and an honor student at Midland High School (Midland, PA), as well 

as a basketball and football star.  At Penn State he was known as a friendly, intelligent, 

and fun loving student who wanted to be a ñgood doctorò one day.  Despite his almost 

unbelievable ability on the gridiron, his attitude was unassuming and sincere.  

Teammates indicated that Alston would ñgo out of his way to help anyone.ò  He was a 

great source of pride for the school and the state of Pennsylvania, but particularly among 

the Negro population. 

 

At 9:00 am on August 15, 1942, Alston went to Centre County Hospital for a 

tonsillectomy.  Shortly following the operation, a blood clot formed and caused his lungs 

to collapse. By 11:45am Dave Alston was dead.   The entire Penn State community was 

stunned by his early death. 

 
Sources:  Daily Collegian July 22, 1947, Perry Smith (Eng 1948), Lou Prato, Diana Kenepp, Penn State Archives 
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December 7 ï The Imperial Japanese Navy airplanes bomb the 
U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, resulting in 2403 fatalities.   

ñLincoln Hallò ï Unofficial Colored Dorm 

A boarding home for colored male students from the late 1930s to the early 1950s, 

ñLincoln Hallò would serve as an unofficial 

colored dormitory and early sanctuary for its 

residents.   Located at 119 North Barnard 

Street, State College, Lincoln Hall was 

operated by Harry and Rosa Gifford, their 

children Bessie and Emanuel, and the latterôs 

wife, Agnes. The family had moved from 

Mississippi and Louisiana to take employment 

as cooks at local white fraternity houses, 

including Phi Gamma Delta and Theta Chi.  

The Giffords and other colored cooks assisted 

many colored students by employing them to 

work for their meals.  In addition, they were 

supportive of the colored students in many 

ways, including lending them money when 

necessary.                         Lincoln Hall 1940s (Photo Courtesy T. Ingram) 

Lincoln Hall could house about 6 ï 8 students at a time (which represented up to half the 

colored students on campus during the late 1930s), and became the center of colored life 

at Penn State.  While the few colored female students could stay in the dorms during this 

period, the males were referred to either Lincoln Hall, or to the homes of a few white 

families that rented to colored students.  Born out of an unofficial segregated housing 

rule that ran until about 1946, Lincoln Hall is credited for nurturing, supporting and 

encouraging an early generation of colored students in the isolated State College 

environment.  State College recognized the building as an historical landmark in 2012.  

Some alumni of Lincoln Hall include: 

- Barney Ewell ï Penn State track star and Olympic gold medalist 

- Wally Triplett ï Penn State football star and future NFL player 

- Roger K. Williams ï Vice president for Academic Affairs at Morgan State University 

- Ernest Lowe ï Boston University physician 

- Perry Smith ï Electrical engineer 

- James H. Robinson ï Associate dean and director of Student Affairs at Jefferson 

Medical College 

- Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity founders (Penn State Chapter) ï At least 3 of the charter 

members of Alpha Phi Alpha lived at Lincoln Hall during the formation of the chapter 

- Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity founders (Penn State Chapter) ï At least 3 of the charter 

members of Kappa Alpha Psi lived at Lincoln Hall during the formation of the chapter 

 
Sources: Perry Smith (ó48), Wally Triplett (ô49), 1930 US Census and World War I & II Draft Registration. 
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1942 - May - Charles Townes, from Petersburg, VA, earns a PhD in physics from 
Penn State.  He had also earned a masterôs degree in Physics from the college 
in 1938.  
 
 May - Robert Beale, from Philadelphia, earns a PhD in chemistry from 
Penn State.  He would serve as a teacher and administrator at eleven different 
colleges during his career ï including North Carolina A&T, the University of 
Maryland and Virginia Union ï Beale retired in 1986.  In 1990, Beale returned to 
teaching in the Prince George's County School District (MD), upon hearing there 
was a shortage of black male teachers at their facilities. 
 

April 13 ï Marian Anderson, famed contralto and world renowned singer, 
performs on campus.  Track star, Barney Ewell, serves as her body guard. 
 
 August 15 ï Dave Alston, the first Negro star football player at Penn State, 
dies from complications following a tonsillectomy. The 20-year-old sophomore 
pre-medical student had been the star halfback on the undefeated Penn State 
freshman football squad (freshmen did not play varsity football at that time), and 
was expected to lead the varsity squad to a similar record during the 1942 
season.  Alston and his brother Harry - who also played on the 1941 freshman 
team - are reported to be the first Negro football players at Penn State. 
 
1945 ï November 17 ï Wallace ñWallyò Triplett III becomes the first Negro starter 
for the Penn State varsity football team when he is promoted for a late season 
contest against Michigan State.  Triplett also holds the distinction of being the 
first Negro to play on the varsity football squad (1945), to earn a varsity letter 
(1946), and to be drafted by the National Football League (1949).  
 

 
1946 ï Roger Kenton Williams earns a PhD in Psychology from 
Penn State.  Williams, a native of Harrisburg and a magna-cum- 
laude graduate in Sociology from Claflin College (SC), went on 
to become vice president of Academic Affairs at Morgan State 
University. Williams was also an accomplished pianist. 
 
 
 

 
November ï After a vote by the players, Penn State officials cancel a 

scheduled football game at the University of Miami because that university would 
not allow Penn State to bring its two Negro players, Wally Triplett and Dennie 
Hoggard.  That decision to cancel the game set a new precedent in college 
football of northern schools refusing to play without their Negro players when 
they traveled to the segregated south. 
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Wallace ñWallyò Triplett III (BS H&HD 1949)  

Wally Triplett established a football legacy as he became 

the first Negro to start and the first to earn a varsity 

letter on the Nittany Lion varsity football team in 

1946. Triplett was born on April 18, 1926, in La Mott, 

Pa.  A three-sport athlete at Cheltenham High School, it 

was on the football field where he earned a spot on Penn 

State's roster. While his freshman year was nothing to 

brag about, by stepping on the field against Michigan 

State (November 17, 1945) for that first snap, Triplett 

became the first Negro to ever start for the Nittany 

Lions.  When Triplett arrived back on campus in 1946, 

he found that the team was scheduled to play against the 

University of Miami (FL), a segregated school.  At that 

time, schools like Miami would not allow Negro athletes 

to play with white athletes. It was also common for schools to bow to discrimination and 

leave their Negro players at home.  The team had two Negro players at the time, Triplett 

and Dennie Hoggard. A meeting was set up by the team to discuss and vote on this issue. 

In a players vote, Penn State decided to cancel the game and in doing so established a 

new precedent. 

The 1947 Nittany Lions ended the season undefeated and were invited to play in the 1948 

Cotton Bowl against Southern Methodist University. Triplett would be the first Negro 

player to play in the Cotton Bowl.  Both teams entered the game undefeated and ended 

the game undefeated, as the two teams played to a 13-13 stalemate, with Triplett catching 

a six-yard pass in the third quarter to tie the game.  

Upon receiving his physical education degree at Penn State, Triplett was drafted in the 

19th round of the 1949 National Football League draft by the Detroit Lions. Because the 

NFL only had 10 teams at the time, he would be equal to a 5th round draft pick today.  

While Negroes were not uncommon on NFL rosters, by stepping into a uniform and onto 

the field, he became the first Negro player to formally be drafted by a team and play in 

the NFL.  

Triplett played two seasons with the Lions, setting a team record for the longest run from 

scrimmage, a 90-yard touchdown scramble against the Green Bay Packers, and an NFL 

record with 294 return yards in a single game which stood for 44 years. Triplett left after 

the 1950 season for a year of military service in the Korean War. Upon his return, the 

Lions traded him to the Chicago Cardinals where he played for one season.  

Source:  www.BigTen.cstv.com 
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1947 ï April 10 - Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity chartered at Penn State. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1947 -1948 Alpha Phi Alpha chapter (Photo from 1948 LaVie) 

 
 

 April 15 - Jackie Robinson becomes the first Negro major 
league baseball player of the modern era. 
 
 December ï Penn Stateôs boxing team refuses on principle an invitation to 
participate in the ñTournament at the Sugar Bowlò, in New Orleans, because the 
tournament rules would not allow Negroes, despite the fact the team had no 
Negro boxers. 
 
1948 ï January 1 ï Penn State plays in the first interracial football game in 
Texas, when they participate in the 1948 Cotton Bowl.  Because their two Negro 
players (Wally Triplett and Dennie Hoggard) would not be allowed in the same 
hotel as their white teammates, the entire team stayed at the nearby Dallas Air 
Naval Training Base. 
 

March ï Council on Racial Equality (CORE) established on campus.  Its 
influence continued into the early 1960s. 
 

March - National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) chapter organized on campus.  The group lasts only a few years at this 
time, but would re-form several times over the years. 

August - Henry Norwood "Barney" Ewell (BS H&HD 1947) wins a gold 
medal in the 400-meter relay and silver medals in the 100-meter dash and the 
200-meter dash at the 1948 London Olympics -- at the age of 30.  His three 
Olympic medals are still the most won by a Penn State alumnus.  Lou Prato, 
Penn State sports historian, contends that "Barney would have been as well-
known an Olympian as Jesse Owens if two Olympics (1940 & 1944) had not 
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been cancelled due to World War II, when Barney was in his prime.ò  Ewell, a 
Penn State legend in his time, also took home 4 NCAA Gold Medals.  Track & 
Field News later voted him one of the top ten sprinters of all time.  

October - Dennie W. Hoggard, Jr. is selected to 
the Lionôs Paw honorary society, becoming the 
prestigious groupôs first Negro member.  Founded in 
1908, Lionôs Paw membership was reserved for senior 
men who had distinguished themselves in service to 
the college and extra-curriculum activities.  Hoggard 
was a member of the football team and Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. (Photo from 1949 LaVie) 

 
 

 
December 10 ï 300 students rally and protest six State College barber 

shops that refused to cut ñNegro hair.ò  The protests were led by the local 
NAACP and CORE.  While Negroes made up some of the leadership, the 
majority of the protesters were white students.  After further protests, CORE 
raised enough money to lease space in a downtown building and bring in a 
barber from outside the area who agreed to cut ñNegro hair.ò  That shop opened 
in September 1949. 
 
1949 ï September - 60 Negro students are estimated to be enrolled at Penn 
State College, about half of which are pictured in the below fall 1949 photograph.  
The photo was taken at a reception hosted by Agnes and Emanuel Gifford, 
fraternity house cooks who ran the boarding home earlier dubbed ñLincoln Hall.ò 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1949 - (Photo Courtesy T. Ingram) 
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First Row (Sitting on floor - left to right) - Irene Jeffress (Overton) ó52, Edmundo Ojeda ô53, 
Marcella Ellis (Upton) ó50, Gwen Allen (Peyton) ó52, Nadine Howard (Williams) ô51, Mrs. Agnes 
Gifford, Mr. Emanuel Gifford, John Bundy ó52, Gwen Kelly (Richardson) ó52, UNKNOWN 
 
Second Row ï Natalie??, Don Watson ô50, Betty McGee ô51, UNKNOWN, Bettye Phillips 
(McNichols) ô52, Roslyn ??, Yvonne Carter (Williams) ô53, Chandois Johnson ô52, Earle Mundell 
ô52, UNKNOWN, Carolyn Morris (Vance) ó53 
 
Third Row ï Bob Pittillo ô52, Hope Winborne ó50, Anna Wigginsô51, Clayton Wilson III ô49 (ô59), 
UNKNOWN, John Harris ô50, Walter Tresville ô53, Lazarus LeMON ô52 (ô57) 
 
Fourth Row ï Arthur Bagley ô51, UNKNOWN, UNKNOWN, Mary Jane Winston (Roy) ô52, Jane 
Randall (Tresville) ó53 
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1950 - 1959 
 
1950 ï March 3 ï W.E.B DuBois speaks to a capacity crowd at the Sparks 
Building as part of Negro History Week.  ñModern democracy cannot succeed 
unless all races and creeds can integrate themselves and live together on an 
equal basis,ò proclaimed DuBois.  During that appearance DuBois was reported 
to be the first Negro to stay at the Nittany Lion Inn, though he was not allowed to 
eat in any of the dining rooms. 
 
 May ï Mildred N. Jordan, from Norfolk, VA, became the first Negro woman 
to receive her PhD from the college when she earned her doctorate in Textile 
Chemistry.  She had received her masterôs degree from Penn State in the same 
major two years earlier, and received her undergraduate degree in home 
economics from the Hampton Institute.  A member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority, Jordan died July 3, 2012, at the age of 102. 
 

1951 ï Parmi Nous honorary society taps its first Negro 
member, Hardy Williams.  Williams, Liberal Arts major from 
Philadelphia, co-captained the basketball team and was 
the first Negro to earn a varsity letter in the sport (1949) at 
Penn State.  A member of Omega Psi Phi fraternity and 
president of the Pi Lambda Sigma pre-law honorary 
society, Williams would later serve on the Penn State 
Board of Trustees (1972 ï 1975) and thirty years in the 
Pennsylvania State House and Senate (1968 ï 1998).  
Formed in 1907, Parmi Nous is the oldest honorary hat 
society at Penn State.  (Photo from 1952 LaVie) 

 
1952 - April - Yvonne Carter, the organizations first Negro 
member, is elected as president of the Mortar Board honorary 
society.  Mortar Board, established on campus in 1935, offered 
senior women membership based on service, leadership and 
scholarship. Carter would also serve as Chair of the Womenôs 
Student Government Association (WSGA) House of 
Representatives, president of Delta Alpha Delta Debate 
honorary society, secretary of the Hat Society Council, a 
member of the Liberal Arts student council, and feature editor of 
LaVie yearbook.  Carter was also a founding member of the 
Penn State chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority in 1953. 
(Photo from 1953 LaVie) 
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May 17 - Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity chartered at Penn State. 
 

1952 Kappa Alpha Psi chapter (Photo from 1952 LaVie) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1953 ï March 14 - Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority chartered at Penn State as the 
first Negro sorority on campus. Ethel Brown served as the charter president of 
the group. 
 

1953 ï 1954 Alpha Kappa Alpha chapter (Photo from 1954 LaVie) 
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April -   Betty Love, a freshman physical education 
major, a featured dancer, and an Olympic quality gymnast, 
decides to try out for the Penn State cheerleading squad.  
Love, from Pittsburgh, wanted to be a cheerleader to 
demonstrate her strong school spirit, and to utilize her dance 
and gymnastics abilities.  Unfortunately, when she attempted 
to sign up for try outs she was told by officials that ñcolored 
students were not allowed on the squad.ò  While deeply 
disappointed, she indicated that she simply ñbrushed it offò 
and focused on getting her education and honing her dance 
skills. On February 28, 2010, the then 75-year-old Betty 
Love Gibbs was named an ñHonorary Penn State 
Cheerleaderò by the Penn State Athletic Department.  (Photo by Edward Leos 1954) 
 

September 23 ï Omega Psi Phi fraternity recognized as achieving the 
highest grade point average of any fraternity or sorority at Penn State during the 
1952-53 school year.  The fraternity had placed near the top of the list several 
times during the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. 
 

1952 ï 1953 Omega Psi Phi Chapter (Photo from 1953 LaVie) 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 14 - The Pennsylvania State College officially 
changes its name to The Pennsylvania State University. 
 
 
1954 ï February - Commissioned through the Navy ROTC Program at Penn 

State, Ensign Louis A. Ivey (BA Lib 1953) reports as the first 
Negro officer aboard the USS New Jersey battleship.  After his 
first night aboard, his white roommate requested Ivey be 
reassigned another room due to his race.  Upon completing 
his tour of duty in 1958, Ivey went on to become a well-
respected surgeon in the Washington, DC area, and a 
member of President Jimmy Carterôs traveling medical team. 
While at Penn State Ivey was a founding member of the Penn 
State chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity in 1952. 
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April ï H. Jesse Arnelle, star basketball and football player, is elected All-
University student body president by a landslide margin. He was reported to be 
the first Negro elected to head the student government of a major white 
university in the nation.  Arnelle had previously served as junior class vice-
president.   

H. Jesse Arnelle (BA Lib 1955, JD 1962) 

Jesse Arnelle is not only one of Penn State's all-time greatest 

athletes, he is also one of its most distinguished graduates.  A highly 

regarded retired senior partner with Arnelle and Hastie, a San 

Francisco based law firm, Arnelle has served on many corporate 

boards, including Wells Fargo and Company, Eastman Chemical 

Company, Gannett Company and Met Life Series Fund. 

As a football standout from 1951-1955, he earned All-East honors, 

and All-American honorable mentions.  On the basketball court, the 

6-foot-5 center ended his career as the Lions' all-time leading scorer 

with 2,138 points (a record that stood for 55 years) and remains Penn State's only 

basketball All-American.  Arnelle led the team to the NCAA Final Four in 1954 -- the 

Lions' only Final Four appearance. He became the first Penn State player to play in the 

NBA, with Fort Wayne.  He also played for the world renowned Harlem Globetrotters. 

Arnelle's achievements outside of the athletic arena are equally as impressive, if not more 

so, and include many firsts at Penn State. He was elected the first Black All-University 

student body president in 1954.  A 1955 graduate of Penn State in political science, and 

Lionôs Paw member, he received his LL.B. from the Dickinson School of Law in 1962, 

following service as an Air Force officer.  

 In May 1968 he was awarded the first Alumni Association Award, but publicly turned it 

down as a protest to Penn Stateôs lack of progress regarding the recruitment of Negro 

students and faculty (see Appendix).  In June 

1969, he was the first Black person elected to 

Penn State's Board of Trustees and was a 

strong proponent of minority recruitment and 

of the University divesting from companies 

with interests in South Africa.  In 1996 he was 

elected the first Black chair  of the Board of 

Trustees.  Arnelle celebrated his 45th and last 

year on the Penn State Board of Trustees in 

2014 

Source:  Daily Collegian February 23, 1994, Photos: Penn State Archives 
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September - Ethel Brown, founding president of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority, is selected for membership in the Mortar 
Board honorary society.  Brown would serve as treasurer of 
Mortar Board as well as in the House of Representative of the 
Womenôs Student Government Association (WSGA).  (Photo from 

1955 LaVie) 
 
 
 
 

 
1955 ï Entre Nous was founded by a group of students who felt a need for an 
organization to represent Negro students on campus.  The primary aim of the 
interracial (but mostly Negro) club was to ñpromote and develop social, academic 
and cultural interest of the students, and to promote interracial understanding.ò  
Entre Nous, which loosely translates to ñamong us,ò sponsored mixers, parties, 
concerts, speakers, and Negro History Week events until 1963.  Presidents of 
the organization included Robert S. Hoover (the first Negro varsity baseball 
player at Penn State), Floyd Greer, and Donald Collier.  
 

December 5 - Montgomery (AL) Bus Boycott begins when Rosa 
Parks is arrested for refusing to give up her bus seat to a white 
patron. 
 
1956 -  Mary E. Godfrey was hired the first full-time 
African American faculty member at Penn State. 
Godfrey had received a bachelor of fine arts degree 
from the Pratt Institute and a master's degree from 
Columbia University.  She served at Penn State for 23 
years, teaching courses in elementary and secondary 
art education, supervision, the history of art education, 
and introduction to crafts. Godfrey retired 1 July 1979, 
and died 30 April 2007. (Photo from Penn State Archives) 
 

September 8 - Rev. Preston N. Williams, 
assistant professor of religion at Lincoln University, is 
named assistant to the chaplain at Penn State.  An 
ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
Williams was the second professional staff members 
at the university.  He was eventually named assistant 
chaplain and would serve as acting university 
chaplain from late 1959 until early 1960. A member 
of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity, Rev. Williams was an 

active speaker at various university events and forums, and chaired the 
committee on Interreligious affairs.  Rev. Williams was also very outspoken 


